
                    
            

 
 

A&N and NBB Departmental Retreat Agenda 
Monday, September 8, 2025 
UCI Beall Applied Innovation 

 
 

TIME DESCRIPTION 
8:00am – 8:45am (45 mins) BREAKFAST and Check-In 

9:00am – 9:05am (5 mins) Department Chair Welcome – Christine Gall, PhD and Marcelo Wood, PhD 

9:10am – 9:15am (5 mins) Committee Welcome – Munjal Acharya PhD, Liz Chrastil PhD, Gyuri Lur PhD, Daniele Piomelli PhD 

9:20am – 9:30am (10 mins) Technique Showcase: Laura Ewell, PhD 
TBD 

9:35am – 9:45am (10 mins) Technique Showcase: Craig Stark, PhD  
Using MRI to bridge a cross-species gap 

9:50am – 10:00am (10 mins) Technique Showcase: Momoko Watanabe, PhD  
Human brain organoids to model neurological disorders 

10:05am – 10:15am (10 mins) Technique Showcase: Vivek Swarup, PhD  
Code meets brain to decode neurodegeneration 

10:20am – 10:45am (25 mins) MORNING BREAK 

10:50am – 11:00am (10 mins) Technique Showcase: Daniele Piomelli, PhD  
LC/MS and LC/MS-MS-based analyses 

11:05am – 11:15am (10 mins) Technique Showcase: Leslie Thompson, PhD  
Stem cells as a bridge from basic research to human therapeutics 

11:20am – 11:30am (10 mins) Corporate and Foundation Relations: Grant Opportunities 
Suzanne Ou, PhD 

11:40am – 11:50am (10 mins) Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)/Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR)  
Molly Schmid, PhD  

12:00pm – 12:10pm (10 mins) Updates on NIH and Discussions 
Marcelo Wood, PhD 

12:20pm – 1:50pm (1.5 hr) LUNCH and SOCIAL 

2:00pm – 2:30pm (30 mins) Speed Networking Session 

2:40pm – 2:45pm (5 mins) Collaborative Research Pitch Challenge Intro 

2:50pm – 3:35pm (45 mins) Separate into groups for Research Pitch Challenge group discussions 

3:40pm – 4:05pm (25 mins) AFTERNOON BREAK 

4:10pm – 4:15pm (5 mins) Research Pitch Presentation: Faculty 

4:20pm – 4:25pm (5 mins) Research Pitch Presentation: Graduate Students 

4:30pm – 4:35pm (5 mins) Research Pitch Presentation: Postdocs 

4:40pm – 4:45pm (5 mins) Research Pitch Presentation: Researchers, Specialists, Project Scientists 

4:50pm – 5:00pm Closing Remarks 

 


